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Over 40 items 
in our Buffet including 
hot & cold choices 

I Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner >12.50 
l Fully Licensed - Open 7 days 


Ask for 
officer's ID 

Chief speaks to rash 
of phony cop complaints. 
Page 3 


Noted artist 
mourned 

Welland park dedicated 
to Rod Dowling's work. 

Page 18 
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Mary Poppins 
pops into Port 


Mary Poppins surprises 
Mr. and Mrs. Banks and the 
housekeeping staff during 
an opening scene of Mary 
Poppins, being presented 
by Port Colborne Operatic 
Society. Shows begin later 
this month. See page 9 for the 
full story. 
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'zax 


ARLIE S 


905.835.1433 • 12 Clarence St, Colborne 


Moyers Chocolate 
Carmel Apples 
Truffles 
Heart Shaped 
Chocolate Suckers 
Plush Teddies 
Valentine Balloons 



(D/2£ <Stop dupid 

^SPiop ivldn lending... 
( Ijoux Qddentine a 
~ IjeauRj-uL (jouguei. 

Open & Delivery on 
Sunday Feb. 14th 
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Communications technology 
needed for development 



No federal funding for skate park 



bying and researching the sented. 


Corb Lund 

with American Aquarium * 

"A twangy, romping, rocking collection of 
songs dealing with everything from love 
and loss to modernity and murder/' 

- CALGARY HERALD ^ 


I "This agile, endearing man generates 


Y£ Fl 

PE 


FirstOntarioPAC.ca I 4 * 
□ B Box Office: 905-688-0722 I 


Essential Collective Theatre 


Circus INcognitus POOR 


I An edgy, dark comedy about an 
I ultra-rich woman whose wealthy 
I lifestyle crumbles when she 



St. Catharines 
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Ask to see officer’s ID: chief 



Concrete slab still missing in homicide case 
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The church should engage with the community 


ALLAN GALLANT 

Special to InPort News 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the 
church. Is it me, or do many feel the same 
way — that the church is not as influential 
as it once was. 

It seems like the church used to be a 
place where people turned, a place that 
was respected and even liked. It feels like 
the church now is a place where tradition 
seems to rule the day. 

No wonder people are leaving the church, 

they can turn anymore for help or guid¬ 
ance. Gone are the days when people would 
attend church because it was the culturally 


or moral thing to do. 

Just because we have signs that say, All 

I think it’s time we the church wake up to 
our culture and engage it, instead of hold¬ 
ing to our traditions and sacred systems. 

landscape has changed, and most people 
aren't interested in church and won’t visit 
or attend. 

That said, I am still convinced the church 
is relevant and does have a great part to play 
in our culture and societies. I think now 
more than ever we need to rethink the way 
we do church and the way we engage with 
our communities. 


So if people aren’t interested in the 
church the way it is, then it's imperative 

won’t come to the church any more, then 
the church needs to go to the people, to the 
communities, to the culture, 
lesus was a master at this — if you read 

read how Jesus engaged with people. He 
hung out with people of all walks of life; he 
became their friend and many times was 
found in the middle of their worlds. He 


the here and now. He lived out the phrase, 
"your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven." 

Can we change? Should we change? 

Good questions, but I think the answer 
lies In what you value more than anything. If 

the church more than people, you will stay 
the same, and change will be the enemy. 

But if you value people more than the tra¬ 
ditions and other sacred cows of the church, 



He abandoned religious forms and rheto¬ 
ric. He came so people would see what the Allan Gallant is missional facilitator 

Kingdom of God was and experience it in at Port Colborne Baptist Church 


Niagara paid 

I he Welland Canal is a beautiful monument 
-L to human achievement Built between 
1913 and 1932, it runs nine metres deep and has 
eight locks, each 261 metres long. 

It has been here for so long, yet for most of us it 
is part of the scenery—really, how many of you 
have actually sailed through the Welland Canal? 

But the columns produced by the St 
Catharines Museum recounting the grisly toll 
canal construction took—at least 137 lives, 
mostly young, poor men — have cast a new light 
on the waterway. 

It was built in a different age, when Issues 
like proper supervision, workplace safety and 
a worker’s right to refiise an unsafe assignment 
were seen in some quarters as radical theories. 

Today, a project that racked up nearly seven 
deaths per year, everyyear for 20 years, would 
be shut down and a criminal investigation 
launched. 

The museum's columns have been running 
in this newspaper for several months now. For a 
taste of what life and death was like for the fallen 


a bloody price for Welland Canal 



was taken to a local cemetery and buried, often 
in an unmarked grave. And work continued 

Nearly as galling as the carnage is the attitude 
shown to the poor men by the government 
of the day. It promised a monument to their 
sacrifice — then did nothing for nearly 75 

Finally, prodded by this newspaper 
and especially by Arden Phair, the former 
museum curator who collected as much data as 
he could find on the dead workers, plans for a 
canal workers’ memorial began to take shape. 

Construction is expected to be finished in 
2017. 

It's fitting and proper to have a monument 
to honour the lost men that way. Possibly 
more important, though, is that their indi¬ 
vidual stories be told. 

They weren’t 137 men who disappeared alto¬ 
gether and were never missed—they went one 
at a time, in horrific, bloody ways. 

The Welland Canal should always be a matter 
of great pride and human achievement But 
never forget the price that was paid. 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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Smile Kids Free Hotel Room • Feb 27 & Mar 05 
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Livestock losses in barn fires causing concern 


ALISON LANGLEY 

Postmedia Network 
Local fire departments 
are sounding the alarm on 
fire safety in barns in light 
of a series of recent devas¬ 
tating fires resulted in mas¬ 
sive loss of animal life and 
millions of dollars in prop¬ 
erty damage. 

Four separate 



BARN FIRE STATISTICS 


water, it puts the fire depart¬ 
ment in a deficit right from 
the start,” said Larry Coplen, 
chief of the Fort Erie Fire 

"Anything a farmer can do 
to be proactive and ensure 
there are no sources of igni¬ 
tion will go a long way.” 

say barn owners can follow 
a few safety precautions to 
reduce the risk of a fire. 

“You need to practice 
good housekeeping in 
barns,” said Brian Dick¬ 
son, chief of fire preven¬ 
tion with the Niagara Falls 
Fire Department. "You need 


to a home escape plan. 

"Plan ahead,” Dickson 
added. “Make sure there's 
a plan for what to do in the 
event of an emergency.” 

He also recommends 
owners consider investing 
in a wireless smoke alarm 
and using a smart phone 
app which will alert users to 

“The system might cost a 
couple of hundred dollars 
but, compared to the price 

livestock, it’s a small price 
to pay,” Dickson said. 

The office of the Ontario 
Fire Marshal ( 


potential fire risks on agri¬ 
cultural properties, includ¬ 
ing in their barns and sta¬ 


bles," said Ontario Fire Mar¬ 
shal Ross Nichols. 

The Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture, Food and Rural Affairs 


reduce the risk of barn fires 


alison.langley@sunmedja.ca 


2012: 136 fire incidents, 
$16 million loss 

2013: 157 fire incidents, 
$31.8 million loss 

2014: 150 fire incidents, 
$28.4 million loss 
Fires at 
Ontario barns 

Jan. 5:43 Standardised 
horses killed in a barn fire in 
Puslinch 

Jan. 14: 13 Arabian horses 
killed in a barn fire in Mount 

Jan. 17: Barn fire near 
Delaware kills 500 goats and 
30 cattle 

Jan. 19: Barn fire in Parkhill 
kills nearly 2,000 pigs. 

Feb. 1: Barn fire in Elgin 
County kills 85 dairy cows 


assessments of all farm 
buildings and have electrical 
equipment inspected yearly 
by a licensed contractor 

■ Keep the area around heat 
lamps clear of clutter or 
bedding materials and only 
use heat lamps with the CSA 
or ULC label 

■ Check exposed electrical 
equipment for corroded parts 
and repair damaged fixtures 
or equipment as soon as 
possible 

■ Avoid storing fuels and 
chemicals such as gasoline, 
cleaning fluids or solvents 


■ Keep a fire extinguisher on 
hand and make sure a reliable 
source of water is available 
and easily accessible by fire 




MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 56 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


Ontarios Largest Retail Monument Company 


tot to 607. o$r 

All Monumen+s 

V While Supplies Last 


Now Serving You in 3 Convenient Locations 
I Glenmount The Stone Centre Glenmount 
Memorials St.Catharines Memorials 

Port Colborne 209 Carlton Street Welland 

1 3114 Hwy 3 East 905-688-2477 301 Aqueduct St 

905-735-9717 
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Syrian family feels welcomed, respected in Canada 






A NEW ADDRESS 
FOR YOUR SUCCESS. 


V 

OUR BUSINESS CENTRE 
HAS MOVED. NOW WE’RE 
BETTER PLACED TO HELP 
YOU GROW. 




St-Catharines Business Centre 

25 Corporate Park Drive, Suite 202 
St. Catharines, Ontario L2S 3W2 
1-888-463-6232 


Canada 


"S-BDG 


DIFFERENT is BETTER 


Isn’t it time you INSURE DIFFERENT? 



Mark Guilbeault & Associates Ltd 
Insurance Professionals 

220 Main St West, Phone: 289-836-7999 
www.insuredifferent.ca 
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1.8 per cent tax hike proposed for Port Colborne 



The reason being is that we have the new 
operations centre that we are going to 
be building between 2016 and 2017 - so 
basically we’re going to be, in 2017 we’ll be 
debenturing for the new operations centre 
in order to spread that debenture cost over 
a couple of years we’re starting this year to 
raise part of the funding for that.” 

Director of community and corporate services Peter Senese 




BUILD rr AGAIN ROW # 



WELLAND 51 - 53 Main SI. Wesl 905-734-7555 
_Hon - fn 8-6 « Sal 9-5_ 
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Niagara and its pervasive identity crisis jssSm 




Toftz 


Never tired of commission¬ 
ing new studies, Niagara Region 
hired the Randolph Group 






NIAGARA' W HALERS) KOMOKA DRAGONS 

Feb. 17 th 8pm Start 

at the Vale Health & Wellness Centre Port Colborne 

Tickets $10 at the Box Office 

V Playoff schedule - First Round (Best of 5) 

VALE Home Games 

Wed. Feb. 17 th 8pm 
Sun. Feb. 21 st 8pm 
Tues. (if needed) Feb. 23 rt 8pm 


333 Davis Street 

(on the corner-next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne 

CH! D I# Phone: 905-834-4541 

dllEK IV “Lumber merchants 
TIMBER MART since 1810” 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk 

•Spruce ‘Pine ‘Cedar ‘Plywoods ‘Sheds ‘Kitchens ‘Paint ‘Plumbing ‘Electrical 


lardware) 

i 

nts 


BLOW-OUT 
VANITY SALE 

(over 20 in stock 24‘ to 36") 


u S p7o 50 % 






19 " 


I LAMINATE FLOORING SALE 

$1.09 sq/ft (reg 1.29 sq ft.) 
Chateau and Highland Oak 


Away Games (Komoka) 
Sat. Feb. 20 8pm 
Mon. Feb. 221:30pm 
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Thinking 


Save 


Energy • 


We are too 


Please 
recycle this 
newspaper 


Mary Poppins flying into town 


take flight this month in a magical 
performance presented by Port Col- |t’s 3 TOle I’Ve lOVed SillCe 

Director Barry Snider said he was a kid. I’m just making sure 

m rights m present the I’m not mimicking 

any actions.” 
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A cold walk for the hungry, hurting and homeless 


FRANKIIKEMAN 

Postmedia Network 

Open Arms Mission will 
host its second annual Cold¬ 
est Night of the Year walk at 
the end of the month. 

The walk held across Can¬ 
ada is hosted by and to ben¬ 
efit a local community-based 

“Coldest Night of the Year 

nationwide and it is to address 
the hungry, the hurting and 
the homeless across Canada," 
said Jeff Aitken, pastor and 


Aitken said. “It helps people 
to instead of having sympathy 
to now have a sense of empa- 



The walk takes place Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 20, and will start and 
finish at Welland Community 
Wellness Complex on Lincoln 
Street. Registration starts at 4 
p.m., there will be an opening 
ceremony at 5 p.m. and the 
walk will begin at 5:15 p.m. 

Aitken said people can reg¬ 
ister online, at Open Arms 
Mission or on the day of the 



FRANKI IKEMAN/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 



coldest 


Celebrate the love month this year 
by relaxing with one of our February Specials! 


Aroma Therapy Facial, 

15 mins Relaxation 
Back Massage & 

Isis Signature Manicure 

$ 85 2.5 hrs approx ^ 


Sweet Little Escape, 
Isis Signature 
Spa Pedicure & 
Half Hour Massage 

S 60 2 hrs approx 


Aromatherapy Massage 30 mins (face & back) 
followed by 30 min Reflexology Treatment 

*60 1.5 hrs approx 

Happy 7?t%ff 


0 

IlKj 


request an appointment 
& Gift Certificates Available 
289-697-5103 call or text 


Isis Body Sugaring & Esthetics 

isisbodysugaringandesthetics.web.com 


NHS axes plan to sell 
extended care licence 
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211 will point you in 
the right direction 
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Province to tackle PTSD in first responders 



FRANKIIKEMAN 

Postmedia Network 

Port Colborne Fire and 
Emergency Services fire pre¬ 
vention officer Scott Lawson 
says it’s important that peo¬ 
ple deal with stress related 
to traumatic incidents the 
same way they might deal 
with a cold. 

"If you deal with the 
cold right away, it doesn’t 
become that infection, those 
sinus problems, you don’t 
get pneumonia and all that 

“It’s no different than what 
we do with our debriefings 
(after a bad call). 

“If you can deal with it 
early ,it shouldn't become a 

One of the severe issues is 
post-traumatic stress disor¬ 



der (PTSD), an illness first 

to suffer from than the gen¬ 
eral population, the Ontario 
Ministry of Labour said in a 

announce new initiatives 
from the province to try to 
prevent PTSD among emer¬ 
gency responders. 

“When we talk to experts 
about PTSD, they tell us that 
it’s not curable, hat once you 

agement,” Labour Minister 
Kevin Flynn said. 

Flynn said that research 
suggests that PTSD is, how¬ 
ever, preventable. He said 
that the province's pre- 

around four pillars: a radio 
and digital campaign aimed 
at increasing awareness 
about PTSD and eliminating 
stigma, an annual leadership 
summit to highlight best 
practices, recognize lead¬ 
ers and monitor progress 
in dealing with PTSD, a free 
online toolkit and grants for 
research that supports the 
prevention of PTSD. 

kk 

I believe that we’re 
coming to a point 
where mental illness 
is being treated like a 
broken leg. We’re still 
not there, but we’re 
coming closer and 
closer.” 


Brian Lofthouse, Port 
Colborne fire chaplain 


He said the strategy not 
only gets information on 
PTSD to the public, but 
sends a message back to first 
responders. 

“It also, I think, tells the 
first responders themselves 
that we care about them, that 
the people who they keep 
safe care about their safety 
as well,” Flynn said. 

Joe Bilodeau is part of a criti¬ 
cal incidence stress manage¬ 
ment (CISM) team working 
to make sure that firefighters 

work-related stressors. 

Bilodeau said that working 
in a small community, such 
as Port Colborne, means 


that often calls strike a per¬ 
sonal nerve, making the like¬ 
lihood of a personal reaction 

daily in smaller communi¬ 
ties,” Bilodeau said. “I have 
had a number of calls where 
I've known the person very, 

“You know what the prob¬ 
lem is with firefighting, is 
you watch it on TV. I mean 
they go into all these burning 
buildings and they can see 
for miles, they always walk 
out with the baby, they're all 
dirty on their face and every¬ 
body slaps each other on the 


“Our job is nothing like 
what you see on tv,” Lawson 
said. 

Brian Lofthouse, Port 
Colborne fire chaplain, 
has worked on the regional 
CISM team for more than 
a decade. He said that a lot 
has changed in the way fire- 


cal incident stress. He said 
10 years ago he may have 
come for a meeting follow¬ 
ing a traumatic incident and 


being offered, whereas now 
half of the team or more 
would. 


tal illness is being treated 
like a broken leg," Lofthouse 
said. “We’re still not there, 
but we’re coming closer and 


“The more you talk about 
it, the more it's out there, the 
more people are willing to 
talk about the bad call,” Bilo- 


It's a shift in perception 
being seen across the prov¬ 
ince, Flynn said. 

"They’re starting to realize 
that mental health injuries, 
including PTSD, are just as 
debilitating as physical inju- 

Flynn said this week’s 

of a provincial plan to tackle 
PTSD, the next step being 
for him to bring a “compre¬ 
hensive strategy” to Queen’s 
Park for discussion. 

“Hopefully, in the not too 
very distant future we have 
the best and the most com¬ 
prehensive strategy to deal 
with PTSD," Flynn said. “I’d 
really like to see the day 
where PTSD is a thing of the 
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SHOW YOUR CARD 
REAP THE REWARDS 



Register now for access to exclusive 
offers and to start collecting 
e-Canadian Tire ‘Money’® for the 
things you need - and want. 


^Options 



Collect 10X 

e-Canadian Tire ‘Money’® 
every day when you pay with an 
Options® MasterCard® or Options® 
World MasterCard®. 



TO EARN DAY 


SATURDAY, FEB. 13 th 

2Q* 8 

Xollect 20X 

e-Canadian Tire ‘Money’® on the amount 
you redeem. 

That’s $8 in e-Canadian Tire 
‘Money’® back when you redeem $100 of your 
e-Canadian Tire ‘Money’®. 




14 ■ 


INPORT NEWS ■ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2016 


BUY* SELL* TRADE 

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS 


fl 


Without United Way.. 




our programs simply 
wouldn't exist" 


Help fund more than 30 local programs. 
Your donation stays here, 
helping 1 in 3 people in Niagara. 

Please give... it's easy and helps so many. 

Make a first time donation! 

Receive a Blue Star Gift Card & see your 
donation matched by the Clark Family. 

Make a Leadership Gift! 

Your donation will be matched by Milan 
Plentai of National Bank Financial! 

Visit us online or call to donate! 

800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 
www.unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
905.735.0490 

Ignite Possibility in Your Community 
Please give generously. 


Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 


IATHE TRIBUNE 


& 


WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


; COUNTRYQj) 

Today's Best Country! W 


Helping girls 
grow their power 


Special to Postmedia Network 

H ave you ever visited the 

Canadian Women's Foundation 
website? I w 
so and when you do 
tion on Facts about 
I think you will be 
ably at some level d; 
read the facts about 


directions and oftei 
to know how to do i 
chance, I would! 
up a film called ' 



this year. Each year, this conference is 
an opportunity to help girls build the 
skills they need to better navigate the 
minefields they encounter as they are 
growing up. 

This year, we will be hosting Brie 
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Poverty costly to Niagara 


DON FRASER and executive director of Positive 



Region supports basic income guarantee 


ALLAN BENNER 

Postmedia Network 





A Toonie is all it takes to feed a I 


food 

Basics 


ALWAYS 

MORE 
FOR LESS 


toonies- 

for tummies =✓ 

SHOP. 

DONATE. 

REDEEM. 
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555-555-5555 



Find It In The Classifieds 



on service 





7 ** 


TEMPERATURES 
< ARE FILLING 

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON A 


_> *WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS 

"^•^MAINTENANCE • FURNACES • AIR CONDITIONING 

BOB REID 

Heating & Air Conditioning Residential - Commercial 

905 - 892 - 7787 


When the electricity fails... 

how will you be AFFECTED ? 





C Computers 

AVhere traditional customer service 
modern technology" 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 


Ml Types of Electrical In: 

Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Truck Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 


-4 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne ■ graham@scccomputers.com 

905 - 834-6333 www.scccomputers.com ^ 




SHERK 

TIMBER MART 

"Lumber merchants since 1810" 
333 Davis Street 

(next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ON L3K 1Z5 

Phone:905-834-4541 
Fax: 905-834-5100 

Website: www.timbermart.ca/sherk 



Dealers for Cabinetsmilh and Classic Brand Cabinetry 


J.SNEEK PLUMBING 
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School unveils statue of Harriet Tubman 
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Artist remembered for steel sculptures 


ALLAN BENNER 

Postmedia Network 





Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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lower food prices 




If you find a 
cheaper price, 
simply show 
us and 

we will match. 


See Store For Details 


February 12 th To February 18 th , 2016 



Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 
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Whole Grain 


OVER ' 
HALF OFF! 


HALF 

PRICE! 


HALF 

PRICE! 


OVER 
HALF OFF! 

4 97 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 

i—i. I Ci i \a/ II I Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 

200 Fitch Street, Welland Sat.8amto6pm.Sun.9amto6pm 

Jo'mvis! B 30«' F | GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 







